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National indicator  

Dwellings with energy 
label A

Additional insights in the EPAH report: “Energy 
poverty national indicators: Insights for a 
more effective measuring”

Definition

This indicator measures the share of dwellings 
holding an energy label A, representing a 
high level of energy performance, reflecting 
low energy energy needs and high building 
efficiency standards.

Limits

This indicator focuses exclusively on the 
highest-performing dwellings and does not 
provide information on the least energy-
efficient buildings, where energy poverty risk 
is typically highest.

Buildings with the same energy label may 
present very different underlying issues 
in terms of envelope performance and 
equipment efficiency.

Energy performance labels are not fully 
harmonised across Member States, meaning 
a label A in one country may not meet the 
same standards as in another, limiting cross-
country comparisons.

It does not capture households’ economic 
or social conditions, preventing a direct 
assessment of energy poverty status.

Examples

A household living in an energy label 
A dwelling benefits from low energy 
consumption requirements, yet may still face 
energy poverty if, for example, insufficient 
financial resources prevent covering even 
minimal energy costs or energy needs are 
very high (e.g. due to medical conditions)

A household living in a lower-rated 
dwelling may maintain adequate thermal 
comfort through behavioural adaptation or 
favourable climate conditions, illustrating 
that energy labels alone do not determine 
energy poverty status.

Numbers

According to the revised EPBD, approximately 
75% of EU buildings are currently energy 
inefficient. Available data (up to 2015) 
shows wide variation in energy label A 
shares, ranging from 0.4% in Bulgaria and 
Slovenia to 10.7% in Denmark and 10.6% 
in Hungary, reflecting significant differences 
in national EPC systems and building stock 
characteristics.
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