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Additional insights in the EPAH report: “National 
Indicators: Uncovering New Possibilities for 
Expanded Knowledge”

Definition

This indicator measures the amount of 
energy consumed by households per type 
of fuel, including electricity, heat, natural 
gas, renewables, and other energy carriers, 
reflecting the diversity of fuel use across the 
residential sector.

Limits

This indicator does not capture the informal 
use of fuels such as biomass, which may 
represent a significant share of energy 
consumption in some regions.

It does not reflect fuel prices or affordability 
conditions, preventing direct conclusions 
about the financial burden associated with 
specific fuel types.

Numbers

In 2023, natural gas accounted for 29.5% 
of EU household final energy consumption, 
followed by electricity (25.9%), renewables 
and biofuels (23.4%), and oil and petroleum 
products (10.0%).

Examples

A household relying on a fuel with 
significantly higher unit costs than the 
national average may face a disproportionate 
energy expenditure burden for the same 
level of energy services, thereby increasing 
vulnerability to energy poverty.

A household dependent on fossil fuels for 
space heating is particularly exposed to 
fuel price shocks, which can considerably 
increase energy expenditure and exacerbate 
affordability problems, especially for low-
income households.

National indicator  

Final energy consumption in 
households by type of fuel
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