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Additional insights in the EPAH report: “Energy 
poverty national indicators: Insights for a 
more effective measuring”

Definition

This indicator measures the share of the 
population living in a dwelling equipped with 
air conditioning, reflecting the availability 
of active cooling equipment as a means to 
address thermal discomfort during summer.

Limits

Ownership of air conditioning equipment 
does not capture whether the household is 
able or willing to use it, preventing direct 
conclusions about thermal comfort or energy 
poverty status.

The indicator does not account for equipment 
efficiency levels, which may vary significantly 
depending on climate conditions and dwelling 
characteristics.

It does not capture electricity prices, 
consumption levels, or usage patterns, 
which are necessary to assess the actual 
contribution of air conditioning to household 
energy expenditure.

Numbers

Comparable EU-level household air 
conditioning ownership data is currently 
available up to 2007, when 10.1% of the 
EU population lived in a dwelling equipped 
with air conditioning, corresponding to 
approximately 44 million Europeans (EU 
population in 2007: 493M; Eurostat, 2008).

Examples

A household owning an air conditioning unit 
may opt not to use it due to affordability 
issues, maintaining thermal discomfort 
despite having the equipment available, a 
condition that would not be captured by this 
indicator alone.

A household in a region with mild summers 
where natural ventilation is sufficient to cool 
the home may rarely use air conditioning, 
meaning low ownership rates in such 
regions do not necessarily indicate higher 
vulnerability to summer energy poverty.
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Population living in a dwelling 
equipped with air conditioning

https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/epah-energy-poverty-national-indicators-insights-more-effective-measuring
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/epah-energy-poverty-national-indicators-insights-more-effective-measuring
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/epah-energy-poverty-national-indicators-insights-more-effective-measuring

