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National indicator  

Population living in a dwelling 
equipped with heating facilities

Additional insights in the EPAH report: “Energy 
poverty national indicators: Insights for a 
more effective measuring”

Definition

This indicator measures the share of the 
population living in a dwelling equipped 
with space heating facilities, reflecting the 
availability of active heating equipment as a 
means to address thermal discomfort during 
winter.

Limits

Ownership of heating equipment does not 
capture whether the household is able or 
willing to use it, preventing direct conclusions 
about thermal comfort or energy poverty 
status.

This indicator does not differentiate between 
heating system types, energy carriers, or 
efficiency levels, which can vary significantly 
across households and regions.

It does not capture energy prices, consumption 
levels, or usage patterns necessary to assess 
the actual contribution of heating equipment 
to household energy expenditure.

Numbers

In 2012, 93.6% of the EU population 
lived in a dwelling equipped with heating 
facilities (EPOV, 2020), corresponding 
to approximately 412M Europeans. (EU 
population: 440.6M, Statista 2022)

Examples

A household equipped with a heat pump 
may face high electricity prices and restrict 
its heating use despite owning efficient 
equipment, maintaining thermal discomfort 
that would not be captured by this indicator 
alone.

A household in a rural area with access to 
cheap fuelwood may heat without financial 
restrictions, illustrating how the type and cost 
of energy carrier can determine vulnerability 
independently of equipment ownership.
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