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National indicator  

Population living in private households 
by heating system used in the dwelling

Additional insights in the EPAH report: 

“Expanding energy poverty measurement in 
the EU: Integrating new climate, health, and 
mobility indicators”

Definition

This indicator measures the share of 
households with at least one heating 
system, based on the question «Which type 
of heating system do you mainly use?», 
collected through the 2023 Eurostat EU-SILC 
Energy Efficiency Module.

Limits

This indicator only captures the presence and 
type of heating system, not its age, condition, 
efficiency level, or frequency of use.

Energy-efficient dwellings, particularly in 
countries without severe cold exposure, may 
lack heating facilities due to limited perceived 
need or personal preference, as adequate 
thermal comfort can be maintained without 
them.

Numbers

In 2023, 52.8% of the EU population had 
individual heating equipment, followed 
by central heating (27.1%) and district or 
teleheating (12.6%). Notably, 3.1% reported 
no heating facility, corresponding to 13 
million europeans (EU population in 2023: 
447.8M; Eurostat, 2026). 

Examples

A household may lack any heating system 
due to financial constraints or vulnerability 
conditions, even in countries exposed to 
cold weather, potentially signalling material 
deprivation and energy poverty.

A household equipped with a heating system 
may still face energy poverty if the system 
is old, inefficient, or too costly to operate 
regularly, illustrating that ownership alone 
does not guarantee adequate thermal 
comfort.
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