Population who cannot afford

a personal car

¥ Definition

This indicator measures the share of the
population self-reporting inability to afford
a personal vehicle, based on a two-step
question: households without a car were
asked «Would you like to have it but cannot
afford it or do you not have one for other
reasons?», from the EU-SILC survey.

O Examples

A private car is among the most expensive
items a household can own, and associated
additional costs may create financial
constraints or aggravate existing energy
poverty conditions.

Low-income households may be unable to
afford a personal vehicle not only due to
high purchase or fuel costs, but also because
of pre-existing financial vulnerability,
burdensome domestic expenditure, and
energy poverty conditions that leave
insufficient resources for any significant
additional cost.

Energy Poverty
Advisory Hub

Numbers

In 2024, 5.6% of the EU population reported
not owning a car and being unable to afford
one, accounting for 25 million Europeans (EU
population in 2024: 449.3M; Eurostat, 2026).

«¢ Limits

Respondents may assess car affordability
based solely on purchase costs, without
accounting for fuel, insurance, repairs, or
associated taxes, due to limited awareness
of the full costs of car ownership. Conversely,
reported inability to afford a car may reflect
broader household vulnerabilities, related
to energy bills, rent, or other domestic
expenditure, rather than the cost of car
ownership specifically.

Households without a car may under- or
overestimate ownership costs, resulting in
uncertain affordability assessments and
strong variations across Member States.

Additional insights in the EPAH report:
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ilc_mddu05/default/table?category=livcon.ilc.ilc_md.ilc_mddu
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/expanding-energy-poverty-measurement-eu-integrating-new-climate-health-and
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/expanding-energy-poverty-measurement-eu-integrating-new-climate-health-and
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