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Energy Poverty in the European Union
❑

It is estimated that between 35 and 100 million Europeans are currently experiencing energy
poverty:
• Not being able to heat or cool their homes
• With arrears in the payment of energy bills
• Very high energy costs / energy expenditures
• Living in rooms with problems of humidity and mold.

q Energy poverty is a growing problem in the Member States, aggravated by home confinement
resulting from COVID19 and the energy prices increase, and there is an urgent need to address the
problem and proceed to its resolution.

Energy Poverty Metrics
❑ Large debate within both academia and policy arenas on methods and approaches for
measuring energy poverty;

❑ Energy poverty is not easily measured with a single indicator; each indicator captures a
different aspect of the phenomenon;

❑ All indicators have their advantages and disadvantages and possibly surprising results for
certain EU member states in comparison to others need to be seen in their specific
contexts;

❑ EPOV, ENGAGER network and several experts recommend using a suite of indicators in

combination, while developing more regionally specific and targeted settlement-level
data.

Country Perspectives – National Indicators
Arrears on utility bills

Inability to keep home adequately warm

[EU-SILC survey – 2020 (Eurostat)]

[EU-SILC survey – 2020 (Eurostat)]

Multiscale Analysis
❑

❑

❑

❑

Effective measuring of energy poverty is one of the keys to unlock a complete understanding of the
extent and depth of this problem, enabling the design of more effective evidence-based policies
and the monitorisation of its real impacts.
Despite the relevance of national indicators to grasp the dimension of the problem in a country;
regional and local assessments can provide more insightful and nuanced perspectives,
enabling the unpacking of vulnerability situations that are particular to specific contexts and groups.
Regional metrics and assessments are crucial, given that at this level, authorities are more
prepared to identify the vulnerable households, engage with them, understand their needs, and
provide different forms of support.
The selection of indicators is crucial for correctly identifying the energy-poor population, and this
process must consider context, scale, and data availability.

Key Messages for Decision Support
❑

Full recognition of energy poverty on its multiple dimensions.

❑

Definition of local and national governing structures linked to energy poverty mitigation plans.

❑

Promote data collection campaigns.

❑

Importance of energy poverty reduction targets set for the medium and long term.

❑

Set targets based on indicators with data to measure progress. Create a monitoring plan.

❑

Propose a set of diverse and comprehensive measures, focusing on different areas of action and
involving a wide network of local and national stakeholders.
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