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Energy poverty and buildings 

 Financial and commercial activities related to construction, 
renovation and management of buildings, development of 
infrastructure and urban projects, and extension of assets 
currently represent a budget close to 9 trillion $

 It is expected to increase up to 11 trillion US Dollars by 
2023 and up to 15 trillion $ by 2025. 

 Most of the investments are directed to the residential 
sector, with 70% of the total budget spent by the public 
sector, 26% are private investments, and official 
development assistance sources cover the rest.

(Santamouris and Vasilakopoulou, 2021).

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772671121000024#sec0012


Current situation

Indicators EU Greece

Unable to keep their 
home warm

7.3% 22.7%

Arrears on utility bills 6.6% 35.6%

(EPOV, 2020) (the data concern 2018) 

 The population in danger to face energy poverty or social exclusion 

is 28.9% (3,043,869 people), showing a decrease.

 The average equivalent individual disposable income amounted to 

10,041 euros, increased by 7.0% compared to the previous year.

 The risk of poverty or social exclusion is higher in the case of people 

aged 18-64, which is the active working population.

Most recent data shows a development in tackling energy poverty in Greece: 

https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/discover/practices-and-policies-toolkit/publications/epov-member-state-reports-energy-poverty-2019_en


Measures in tackling energy 
poverty-Best practices

 Financing structural improvements in the

energy situation of households, like the

Lithuanian modernisation fund

 Energy audits

 Financial assistance reducing energy

bills/social support, like Greek policy to

provide free electricity to the extreme poor

 Legal disconnection protection, like the

measures adopted by Catalonia, the

Netherlands, and Romania

 Information and awareness measures, like

energy-saving cheque programme in Germany,

the Social energy without limits programme in

Austria and the Keep warm and well

programme in Ireland

Habitat, 2015

https://habitat.pl/en/what-is-energy-poverty/


Policy measures in EU level

WWF, 2021

https://www.wwf.eu/?2302316/Fit-for-55-what-is-it-and-what-does-WWF-want


The future

We don’t need any eco worries 
like the one from COP26
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