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Session: The role of energy 
communities: Structural obstacles 
and benefits for vulnerable 
consumers

Warsaw, 20th September 
2023

Marta García /Cristina 
Ramos

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The session will introduce the current research results on the benefits of energy communities to tackle energy poverty, followed by the lessons learned from the Sun4all project and two city cases. Afterwards, participants will be split in smaller groups to share and learn from each others’ experience on benefits and obstacles of energy communities. 
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Part I:

‣ Giorgos Koukoufikis, Project Leader –
Just and Empowering Transitions, Joint 
Research Centre, European Commission 

‣ Jurijs Grizans, Officer in Sustainable 
Energy Planning and Carbon Reporting, 
ICLEI – Local Governments for 
Sustainability

‣ Miguel Macias Sequeira, PhD Candidate 
at CENSE FCT-NOVA, on the Telheiras 
Renewable Energy Community, Lumiar 
Civil Parish 

‣ Alejandro López Parejo, Project 
Coordinator, Getafe City Council 

Marta Garcia, CEO, Ecoserveis, Energy 
Poverty Advisory Hub (moderator)

Part II:
workshop to share and learn from each others’ 
experience on benefits and obstacles of energy
communities and continue the work done in 
Zagreb 2022



Part II
Group tables moderated by:

1. Giorgos Koukoufikis, JRC 

2. Jurijs Grizans, ICLEI- Sun4all project

3.Miguel Macias Sequeira, CENSE FCT-NOVA- Lumiar energy community

4. Alejandro López Parejo, Getafe City Council

5. Cristina Ramos, EPAH-ECOSERVEIS

6. Marta Garcia, EPAH- ECOSERVEIS



Last year on EPAH conference in Zagreb …



PROPOSALS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS

Financial Access to 
information

Engagement 
participation

Administrative 
barriers

To involve public
bodies to balance
and mediate

Provide simple and 
visual information

Accompaniment Simplifying 
processes

Microfinance (micro 
credit/micro 
leasing)

Reference person 
to generate link

Collaboration 
amongst local 
stakeholders

Build partnerships 
with bigger players 
to simplify 
processes

Green/Social local 
bond (Banking 
Foundation)

Involve all public 
local departments

Communication 
and training about 
benefits

Use other existing 
community 
organizations

Zero interest loans OSS Alternative 
pathways of 
communication 
(p.e. doctors’ 
referrals)

Do you agree on this proposals?

Would you add other idees to overcome specific barriers?

Do you have experiences in any of these proposals?



PROPOSALS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS

Priorit
y
(number)

Financial How?

To involve public bodies
to balance and mediate

Microfinance (micro 
credit/micro leasing)

Green/Social local bond
(Banking Foundation)

Zero interest loans

Other?:

Other?:



PROPOSALS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS

Priorit
y
(number)

Access to information How?

Provide simple and visual 
information

Reference person to 
generate link

Involve all public local 
departments

OSS

Other?:

Other?:



PROPOSALS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS

Priorit
y 
(number)

Engagement 
participation How?

Accompaniment

Collaboration amongst 
local stakeholders

Communication and 
training about benefits

Alternative pathways 
of coummnication (p.e
doctors’ referrals)

Other?:

Other?:



PROPOSALS TO OVERCOME BARRIERS

Priorit
y
(number)

Administrative 
barriers How?

Simplifying processes

Build partnerships with 
bigger players to 
simplify processes

Use other existing 
community 
organizations

Other?:

Other?:

Other?:
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