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Energiser!



Energy as a common good, not a 
commodity



Citizens Energy Package - ambitious, but 
without teeth

• 90GW (!) of community energy capacity by 2030

• Commission guidance to Member States on setting up 
enabling frameworks & including citizens/people in 
vulnerable situations in energy communities 

• No enforcement / legally binding mechanisms / no new 
funding



State of Play of EU Funds for Energy 
Communities

• Less than half of Member States mention 
energy communities in their Cohesion 
Funds (mostly European Regional 
Development Fund / Just Transition 
Fund)

• Notable exception: Italy

• Cohesion mid term analysis: Between 
2021 and June 2024 EU countries set a 
target to fund 103 energy communities 
using Cohesion funds 
• Actually funded: ONE



Social Climate Fund

• 87 billion euros for investments in:
• Clean heating and cooling solutions
• Public transport and electric mobility
• Building renovations

• Energy communities are eligible to 
implement projects that include 
vulnerable households

• REScoop.eu’s analysis shows that >350 
million euros have so far been 
committed to energy communities 
(notably PL, BG…)



European Energy Communities Facility

● European Energy Communities 
Facility -> 700 application in the first 
call (Austria top applicant)

○ Lump sum grants of 45000 euros 
& technical assistance

○ Next call: Spring 2026

○ Various project types (e.g., 
heating, energy efficiency)

● Applications from EU27 + Ukraine (!), 
Moldova, Iceland, North Macedonia



Helping Managing Authorities design the 
right funding calls 

Cohesion for Transitions 
Initiative (DG REGIO)
- Action led by REScoop.eu 

Concrete guidance document 
& checklist of criteria

Assign extra points to community 
projects that tackle energy 
poverty



LIFE-CET 2026 calls 

Launching 21st of April

Dedicated call on Local Authorities & 
energy poverty

Matchmaking & support through the 
REScoop.eu Financing WG



● Competing priorities (e.g., 
competitiveness, defence spending)

● Funding for energy communities 
under threat: LIFE CET program -> 
subsumed under the new “European 
Competitiveness Fund” 

● Lion’s share: “National and Regional 
Partnership Plans” (~800 bln)

The next EU Budget (2028-2034)



● Member States currently drafting their 
“National and Regional Partnership Plans”

● Key Ministries: Environment, Economy, 
Foreign Affairs 

● Early mobilisation = better chances to 
secure funds!

● REScoop.eu coordinating an “MFF 
national mobilisation group”

Major opportunity to influence funding 
for energy communities Get 

involved 





SOCIALNRG Mapping

• Formal inclusion remains rare

• Most take a holistic approach, 
combining several measures

• Funding is a major challenge

• Uneven progress due to restrictive 
laws, complex procedures and weak 
monitoring

• Rootedness in local network is key
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