ENERGY POVERTY ADVISORY HUB
BELGIAN NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Bridging Policy and Practice

@)uu= 29 September 2026

The Belgian EPAH National Conference offers a comprehensive look at the ﬂ 9:00 - 12:30
social aspect of energy transition, connecting national policy frameworks
with the day-to-day realities of local implementation. Through a deep
dive into successful case studies, we will examine both the strategic goals
and the practical, real-world solutions currently addressing energy
vulnerability. The session provides the essential insights and tools needed
to understand how systemic challenges in housing performance are
being tackled to drive a citizen-centered, equitable energy future.

Brussels

Les Ateliers des Tanneurs

Gamay Room
Rue des Tanneurs 60A, 1000 Brussels

PROGRAMME

9:00-10:00 REGISTRATION & COFFEE
10:00-10:10 WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

e Dora Biondani, Climate Alliance (Energy Poverty Advisory Hub)
e Kris Moonen, VVSG

10:10 - 11:10 POLICY PANEL
Multi-level governance: Alighing Policy and Practice for a Just Transition

This panel brings together representatives from EU, federal, and regional institutions to examine how
coordinated policy frameworks can effectively support local efforts to combat energy poverty.
Participants will explore the interplay between strategic climate goals, such as the Social Climate Fund
and the Clean Energy Package, and the practical implementation of social protection and energy
efficiency measures

Moderator:
e Thomas BROSE, Director, Climate Alliance (tbc)

Panelists:
e Fee HIRSCH, policy officer, DG CLIMA, European Commission
e Tom VANDICKE , policy advisor, Federal Public Service Economy - Directorate General for Energy
e Anais BOUCHE, policy officer, Flemish Energy Agency
e Shirley OVAERE, policy officer, Association of Flemish Cities and Municipalities (VVSG)
e Aurélien GEELHAND, advisor, Fédération des CPAS de Wallonie
e Alexandra SICHNIKOFF, policy officer, Bruxelles Environnement

11:10-12:30 WORKING TABLES - CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

This session showcases a variety of local projects from across Belgium, from renovation coaching and
solar energy for renters to shared mobility and community-based social energy programs —
demonstrating how tailored, on-the-ground interventions tackle energy poverty

Speakers:
o Stefan GOEMAERE (SAAMO) and Walter D'AMICO (IGEAN)
e Joy CLAUW (OCMW OOSTENDE) and Tim ROMEYNS (VILVOORDE)
e Jolan LIPPENS (VENECO) and David YESBEART (LEIEDAL)
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12:30 - 12:35 CLOSING REMARKS N
12:35-14:00 LUNCH & NETWORKING

Lunch will take place jointly with participants of the 2026

Climate Alliance International Conference (CAIC26)
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This event is being organised within the framework of CAIC26

The 2026 Climate Alliance International Conference — "Local climate action delivers: Stronger together for Europe.”
taking place on 29 & 30 September .

Bringing municipal and regional level stakeholders from across Europe together, CAIC26 will
highlight what makes local climate action successful. We encourage all attendees to register and
connect with the Climate Alliance community!

DISCOVER CAIC26
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For over 35 years, Climate Alliance member municipalities have been acting in
partnership with indigenous rainforest peoples for the benefit of the global
climate. With some 2,000 members spread across more than 25 countries,
Climate Alliance is Europe's largest city network dedicated to comprehensive and
equitable climate action. Recognising the impact our lifestyles can have on the
world’'s most vulnerable people and places, Climate Alliance pairs local action with
global responsibility.

VVSQ o

The Association of Flemish Cities and Municipalities (VVSG) is the membership
organisation of Flemish municipalities in Belgium. It represents all 285 Flemish /

climatealliance.org

cities and municipalities, almost all police zones, more than 20 emergency service
zones, over 50 autonomous municipal companies, more than 30 welfare
associations, and over 50 intermunicipal associations. It supports its members and
empowers the local level to take the lead. https://www.vvsg.be/

Energy Poverty energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu
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The Energy Poverty Advisory Hub (EPAH) is a European Commission initiative
addressing energy poverty. EPAH aims to eradicate energy poverty and accelerate a

fair and just energy transition of European local governments. Through a network of
stakeholders, EPAH delivers expertise on energy poverty, providing technical support,
online training, and research to local governments and civil society organisations.

Ways to Engage with EPAH

Stay in Touch
The dialogue doesn’t end here — subscribe to EPAH
newsletter to receive quarterly updates on all things energy

poverty!
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