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Technical Assistance | Call for Applications Closes Friday

Thought the deadline had come and d
gone? Good news, there’s still time e
to apply! The Technical Assistance Techn'cal ’
Call for Applications has been ex- Assistance

tended until 17 April 18:00 CEST,
offering local governments and or- e -
ganisations the chance to access tai- P '

lored expert support to tackle en-
ergy poverty.

Selected applicants will benefit from hands-on guidance to design, strengthen,
and implement effective local actions, from diagnosis to planning and delivery
implementation. The extension is a renewed opportunity to join a growing net-
work of communities working towards fair and inclusive energy access.

Apply here.

Fifth EPAH Annual Conference reinforces momentum for
practical, locally informed & data-driven solutions


https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/ener/newsletter-archives/74164
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/eu-energy
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/eu-energy
https://twitter.com/Energy4Europe
https://twitter.com/Energy4Europe
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/technical-assistance-call

The Fifth Energy Poverty Advisory
Hub Annual Conference took place
in Athens on 17-18 March 2026,
uniting policymakers, local, regional ¢ s
and national authorities, and energy " fm @ ONEER
experts to advance Europe's fight '
against energy poverty.
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Conference

Organised by the European Commission Directorate-General for Energy and
co-hosted by the City of Athens, with the local support of INZEB, the confer-
ence emphasized practical, people-centred solutions and multi-level coordina-
tion to support vulnerable households.

Speakers highlighted the importance of the Citizen Energy Package, innovative
funding mechanisms, local initiatives like the Athens Energy Poverty Alleviation
Office, and the role of energy communities. Panels explored governance chal-
lenges, energy poverty observatories, and financial tools to unlock private in-
vestment for efficiency and decarbonisation. Workshops showcased digital so-
lutions, household renovations, and gender-sensitive approaches to bridge
policy and practice. The conference demonstrated that coordinated EU, na-
tional, regional and local action, supported by strong governance, data-driven
insights, and innovative financing, is key to delivering sustainable and inclusive
solutions to energy poverty across Europe.

Read the conclusion and main session takeaways online here.

If you were unable to join us at the conference, you can visit the EPAH
website to watch the replays of individual sessions.

Fourth Practitioners’
Event | Interlocking
Vulnerabilities:

Intersectional Approaches to
Understanding Energy Poverty

Join us on 23 April 2026 from 13:00 — 15:00 CEST for the fourth Practitioners'
Event Interlocking Vulnerabilities: Intersectional Approaches to Understanding
Energy Poverty.

This two-hour interactive online session will bring together researchers, practi-
tioners, and community experts to explore how an intersectional perspective
can deepen our understanding of energy poverty and strengthen solutions at
the local level.


https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/newsroom/events/energy-poverty-advisory-hub-annual-conference
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/newsroom/events/energy-poverty-advisory-hub-annual-conference
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/newsroom/events/energy-poverty-advisory-hub-annual-conference
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/newsroom/events/energy-poverty-advisory-hub-annual-conference
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/newsroom/events/4th-epah-practitioners-event-interlocking-vulnerabilities-intersectional-approaches
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/newsroom/events/4th-epah-practitioners-event-interlocking-vulnerabilities-intersectional-approaches

Casting light on different aspects and intersections of vulnerability (gender,
age, disability), the event opens an opportunity for a facilitated, hands-on ses-
sion to identify local challenges and co-develop intersectional strategies for
tackling energy poverty.

Register here.

EU Sustainable Energy
Week | EPAH Presence
Mark your calendars for 9-11 June

2026 for the European Sustainable
Energy Week (EUSEW).

The conference is Europe’s largest annual event focusing on renewables and
energy efficiency. The Commission's EPAH initiative has been selected to co-or-
ganise two policy sessions.

On 11 June from 11:30-13:00 CEST, the session “From Policy to Practice:
Inclusive Urban Energy Communities” will explore how energy communities can
include vulnerable households, reduce energy poverty and empower cities to
deliver a fair, affordable and participatory energy transition. Co-organisers: EU
Covenant of Mayors and EPAH.

On 11 June from 14:00-15:30 CEST, the session“Empowering and protecting
vulnerable households on the path to decarbonisation: from gas grids to renew-
able heat,” will explore how to support vulnerable consumers in the shift to
clean, affordable heating while tackling inequalities. Co-organisers: EPAH, the
European Consumer Organisation (BEUC) and Heinrich Boell Stiftung.

Register here.

Webinar | Engagement
Strategies of Vulnerable
Communities for Energy
Renovations

Discover practical ways to engage : _
vulnerable communities in energy e Tr—
renovations in this interactive webi-

nar on June 30 from 10:30-12:00

CEST.

Through live role-playing simulation and group discussions, webinar partici-
pants will explore real-world challenges, share perspectives, and discover di-
verse solutions. Join the JUST PEPP and CEESEN BENDER webinar for this dy-
namic, hands-on learning experience.



https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/1a2b47e1-0189-794f-cdf4-0d031112f052
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://sustainable-energy-week.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/Who-we-are
https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/Who-we-are
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.beuc.eu/
https://www.boell.de/en
https://interactive.eusew.eu/platform/eusew-2026/auth/register
https://www.justpepp.eu/
https://ceesen.org/about-us/ceesen-bender/

Register here.

Publications

EPAH Country Fiches

Addressing energy poverty across the EU re-
quires understanding how different nations
define, measure, and address pressing is-
sues. EPAH's 27 Country Fiches provide con-
cise, comparable overviews for each
Member State, covering key indicators, poli-
cies, and on-the-ground initiatives.

Designed for policymakers, researchers, and civil society, these fiches support
cross-country learning, informed decision-making, and stronger advocacy as
Europe advances efforts to eradicate energy poverty.

Explore the Country Fiches.

EPAH Inspirational Cases

Local actors across the EU are delivering ef-
fective, real-world solutions to energy
poverty. EPAH’s publication on Inspirational
Cases: Local Innovation and Structural Action
brings together pioneering initiatives from
municipalities, civil society organisations,
energy communities, and research institu-
tions, showcasing how integrated ap-
proaches can combine social protection, cli-
mate action, and citizen engagement.

Covering areas such as energy renovations, advice services, awareness-raising,
and community-led initiatives, these cases highlight what works in practice and
how results can be replicated and scaled-up at national level, offering valuable
insights for stakeholders aiming to design impactful, locally grounded re-
sponses to energy poverty.

Find your inspiration here.



https://climatealliance-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/2BDbUDw5TGegzB2y3lM5Ug#/registration
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/country-fiches
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/observatory/publications/inspirational-cases-local-innovation-structural-action

Updates from the Energy Poverty Community

Just Transition | Call for Renewable Energy Projects

Following the completion of
Romania’s legal framework for en-
ergy communities, the Just
Transition Programme has launched
a dedicated call for municipalities to
develop renewable energy projects
that can evolve into energy
communities.

This opportunity is especially relevant for just transition areas facing social
challenges and energy poverty. The call period will run from 26 February - 26
August 2026.

For more information, visit the website. Please note this site is in Romanian.

Policy Brief | Energy Poverty in EU Law Explained for
National Stakeholders

Energy poverty is a core priority of
the EU energy transition, but turning
EU rules into effective national ac-
tion remains a challenge. The latest \f\ ENERGY POVERTY NEXUS
policy brief from the Energy Poverty
Nexus project explains how four EU
laws interact in practice and how
Member States can implement them
coherently.

SUPPORTING MEMBER STATES TO COMBAT ENERGY POVERTY

It explores definitions of energy poverty, protections, participation and funding,
and offers concrete inspirational examples and policy recommendations for na-
tional authorities.

Read the brief.

Podcast Series | Are Energy Positive Futures Possible?



https://mfe.gov.ro/programul-dezvoltare-durabila-si-tranzitie-justa-2021-2027-24-martie-2026-versiunea-modificata-aprobata-de-comisia-europeana/
https://www.climatealliance.org/projects/energy-poverty-nexus/
https://www.climatealliance.org/projects/energy-poverty-nexus/
https://www.climatealliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/ENERGY-POVERTY-NEXUS_D4.1_POLICY-BRIEF-ON-EED-AND-EPBD-REQUIREMENTS-LINKED-TO-ENERGY-POVERTY_v1.0.pdf

A new podcast series "Are Energy
Positive Futures Possible?", is diving
into one of Europe’s most promising
approaches to sustainable urban
transformation: Positive Energy
Districts (PEDs).

|||||n|||||1\!)mlnlum

m | JUST PEPP Pod
Are Positive Energy Futures Possible?

The first episode, Positive Energy Districts Fundamentals, sets the stage by un-
packing what PEDs are, how the concept has evolved, and why flexibility and
citizen involvement are key to their success.

The second episode, Positive Energy Districts in Historic Cities: Can Heritage
and PEDs Coexist? explores how historic cities can become energy-positive
without compromising their heritage and the role of citizen engagement in en-
suring successful energy transitions.

The podcast series is created by the JUST PEPP project, focused on making
PEDs inclusive and beneficial for residents of disadvantaged areas.

StreamSave+ Project | Advancing European Energy Savings

The StreamSave+ Project aims to
streamline energy savings calcula-
tions across all 27 EU countries by
strengthening their capacity to iden-
tify, adopt, and implement new
methodologies for measuring en-
ergy savings from existing measures.

The project addresses the gap between national energy saving trends and the

targets outlined in Article 8 of the Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) by support-
ing public authorities in developing new policies and harmonising energy sav-

ings calculations across countries.

The project focuses on key sectors including transportation, building heating,
industrial technologies, and comprehensive building renovations, with particu-
lar attention given to emerging energy communities, public buildings, and en-
ergy-positive neighbourhoods. A major project output is a practical online cal-
culation tool covering 15 priority areas, including energy poverty. The tool ap-
plies three dedicated calculation approaches: behavioural change, small-scale
renewable heating systems, and thermal refurbishment.

For detailed project information, visit here.


https://open.spotify.com/episode/4TkrdD96JRenXMfnNrLECf?go=1&amp;sp_cid=2449c239-6185-42f9-8072-ecce39d47511&amp;utm_source=embed_player_p&amp;utm_medium=desktop&amp;nd=1&amp;dlsi=afef607ec8e24b7d
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6AEVp4CDazd8ert8ZjV1mX?go=1&amp;sp_cid=2449c239-6185-42f9-8072-ecce39d47511&amp;utm_source=embed_player_p&amp;utm_medium=desktop&amp;nd=1&amp;dlsi=82e70618064349e3
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6AEVp4CDazd8ert8ZjV1mX?go=1&amp;sp_cid=2449c239-6185-42f9-8072-ecce39d47511&amp;utm_source=embed_player_p&amp;utm_medium=desktop&amp;nd=1&amp;dlsi=82e70618064349e3
https://www.justpepp.eu/
https://streamsaveplus.eu/article/6-the-project
https://streamsaveplus.eu/article/6-the-project

National Building Renovation Plans

Building a Greener Future

The European Union is raising the bar for
climate action in the built environment. With
the new National Building Renovation Plans,
the 27 EU countries are developing detailed
roadmaps to transform their residential and
non-residential buildings into highly
energy-efficient, zero-emission spaces by
2050.

These plans, which are integrated into countries’ broader energy and climate
strategies, include a clear overview of building stock, set national targets for
2030, 2040 and 2050, planned policies and measures, and the investment and
financing needed to deliver renovations, with specific reporting requirements
on energy poverty.

Draft plans were due by the end of 2025, with final submissions expected by
the end of 2026. Public consultations ensure that stakeholders are actively en-
gaged throughout the process. To date, twelve Member States have already
submitted their plans. The submissions mark an important milestone on
Europe’s path to greener, more sustainable buildings.

Learn more about the plans here and what they mean for Europe.

The Energy_ Poverty Advisory Hub (EPAH) is the leading EU initiative aiming to eradicate energy
poverty and accelerate the just energy transition of European local governments.
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https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-performance-buildings/national-building-renovation-plans_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/login?page=summary&universe=ener
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/login?page=summary&universe=ener
https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/about/helpdesk
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/repository/privacy-statement/664/ENER_641_Privacy_Statement.pdf

